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In  the  spring  of  1992,  the  Correctional  Services  Division  approached  the  federal  , 
Secretary  of  State  with  the  idea  of  developing  a workshopTor  dtaffto  ihcrease  their 
awareness  of  family  violence.  A group  of  agencies  from  the  Edmonton  area  were 
approached  regarding  their  possible  involvement  in  the  workshop  process.  Four 
agencies  agreed  to  form  a committee  known  as  the  “Community  Inter-Action  Com- 
mittee’’ and  submitted  a joint  proposal  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  four  agencies 
involved  were  the  Edmonton  Women’s  Shelters,  the  Elizabeth  Fry  Society  of  Edmon- 
ton, Mother  Earth  Healing  Society  and  Women  of  the  Metis  Nation.  The  project  was 
approved  and  Shirley  Lewis  was  hired  as  the  coordinator. 


Letter  from  the  Editor 

The  Family  Violence  Newsletter  - FVN 
- is  published  bi-annually  (April  and 
October)  by  Alberta  Justice.  This 
issue  marks  a new  focus  for  the 
Newsletter  - in  reflection  of  the  newly 
amalgamated  Department  of  Justice, 
this  issue  incorporates  articles  from  all 
areas  of  the  criminal  justice  system  - 
police,  courts  and  corrections. 

In  the  interest  of  providing  as  broad  a 
base  of  information  as  possible,  the 
Newsletter  welcomes  the  participation 
of  all  police,  court  and  correctional 
services  throughout  the  province. 
Articles  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Editor,  Gloria  Ohrt,  Manager,  Family 
Violence  and  Crime  Prevention,  Law 
Enforcement  Division,  Alberta  Justice, 
10th  Floor,  10365  - 97  Street,  Edmon- 
ton, Alberta  T5J3W7 
Tel:  (403)  427-3457 
Fax:  (403)  427-5916 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this  publica- 
tion are  not  necessarily  the  views  or 
policies  of  Alberta  Justice.  The  Editor 
reserves  the  right  to  use,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  any  article  submitted  for  publica- 
tion. Authors’  names  will  be  published 
unless  accompanied  by  a request  to 
withhold  credit. 
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JUSTICE 


The  Family  Violence  Workshop  was  held  at  the  Staff  College  March  1 to  5,  1993. 
Twenty-two  family  violence  coordinators  from  Correctional  Services  Centres  and 
Offices  across  the  province,  one  representative  from  Kainai  Correctional  Centre,  one 
from  the  Yellowhead  Tribal  Community  Corrections  Society  and  one  from  Native 
Counselling  Services  of  Alberta  attended  the  workshop.  The  Family  Violence  Coordi- 
nators from  Correctional  Services  were  previously  selected  based  on  their  interest  in 
the  area  and  their  willingness  to  carry  out  the  Divisional  initiatives.  Speakers  at  the 
workshop  included  representatives  from  the  Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family 
Violence  (topic:  child  abuse),  the  Alberta  Women’s  Institute  (topic:  rural  issues), 
Changing  Together  Group  (topic:  cross  cultural  perspective),  the  Elizabeth  Fry 
Society  (topic:  sexual  abuse  and  incest),  Mother  Earth  Healing  Society  (topic:  healing 
in  the  aboriginal  community)  and  the  Edmonton  Women’s  Shelter  (topic:  battered 
women).  One  session  involved  a panel  of  survivors  of  abuse  who  shared  their  own 
experiences.  Another  session  included  representatives  (lawyer,  crown  prosecutor, 
municipal  police  and  the  RCMP)  talking  about  legal  aspects  of  family  violence. 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  workshop  was  the  networking  that  occurred 
amongst  the  coordinators  as  they  were  given  the  opportunity  to  share  information  on 
family  violence  programs  in  place  at  their  respective  worksites.  Overall,  the  work- 
shop provided  information  to  participants,  a “refresher”  for  some  and  created  enthusi- 
asm and  support  amongst  the  group.  Each  participant  left  with  an  individual  “plan” 
identifying  steps  that  they  will  take  to  increase  staff  and  offender/victim  awareness  of 
family  violence. 

Other  Correctional  Services  initiatives  related  to  family  violence  include  informational 
programs  for  perpetrators  and  support  for  female  offender  victims.  The  Divisional 
Coordinator  of  family  violence  initiatives  is  Ruth  Hofer  (427-3441). 


correctional  centres  are: 
Margaret  Nimmo  (Bow  River) 
Marg  Shier  (Ft  .Saskatchewan) 
Monica  Duske  (Lethbridge) 
Nadine  Meikle  (Edmonton  YO) 
Darrel  Croswell  (Medicine  Hat) 


The  Family  Violence  Coordinators  from 
Joanne  Vetsch  (Belmont) 

Susan  Pirs  (Calgary) 

Bob  Milton  (Grande  Cache) 

Marguerite  Paulson  (Peace  River) 
Vivian  Christensen  (Calgary  YO) 
Sheldon  Day  Chief  (Kainai) 

From  community  corrections  offices: 
Stan  Pede  (Edmonton  S.  YO) 

Kim  Sanderson  (Wetaskiwin) 


Dave  Shirley  (Lethbridge) 

Charlene  Douglas  (Calgary  Central  Parole) 
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Karen  Walroth  (Calgary  S.) 

Paul  Duteau  (Edmonton  S.) 

Jim  Sawatske  (Edmonton  Central  Parole) 

Jamie  Simmons  (Ft.  McMurray) 

Diane  Bolton  (Grande  Prairie) 

Monica  Zombori  (Rocky  Mountain  House) 

Rupert  Arcand  (Yellowhead  Tribal  Corrections  Society) 
Bruce  Llewellyn  (St  Paul) 

Submitted  by:  Arlene  Farrell 

Correctional  Services  Division 


“TOWARDS  A 
BETTER 
TOMORROW” 

Helping  Mentally 
Handicapped  People  Stop  the  Cycle  of 
Violence  and  Abuse 

The  Medicine  Hat  Regional  Association  for  the  Mentally 
Handicapped  has  developed  a manual  designed  to  provide 
information  on  a variety  of  issues  including  abuse,  preventa- 
tive measures  and  legal  responsibilities  for  people  who  work 
with,  are  friends  with  or  have  as  a family  member  someone 
with  a mental  handicap. 

The  manual  was  an  educational  project  made  possible  with 
the  support  of  Health  and  Welfare  Canada,  Family  Violence 
Prevention  Division.  Additional  copies  of  the  manual  will  be 
available  (while  supplies  last)  at  a cost  of  $7.00  (including 
G.S.T.)  for  postage  and  handling  for  each  manual  ordered. 
Contact:  Toward  a Better  Tomorrow,  do  MHRAMH,  P.O. 
Box  41 1 , Medicine  Hat,  Alberta  T1A  7G2  Tel.  527-3302  or 
Fax  529-9022. 


What  About  the  Children? 


New  Bill  Targets  Stalkers 

On  April  27,  1993,  under  Bill  Cl 26,  federal  Justice  Minister 
Pierre  Blais  introduced  Criminal  Code  amendments,  which 
create  a new  offence  of  criminal  harassment,  commonly 
referred  to  as  a stalker  law.  Predators  who  “stalk”  their 
victims  could  be  jailed  for  up  to  five  years  under  the 
proposal. 

The  stalker  law,  similar  to  legislation  enacted  In  the  past 
three  years  in  at  least  31  states  in  the  United  States, 
would  prohibit  anyone  from  repeatedly  communicating  with 
or  following  another  person.  The  Criminal  Code  currently 
outlaws  intimidation  through  persistent  following  or  threats 
against  a person  or  that  person’s  relatives,  however,  the 
current  law  is  considered  inadequate  as  it  is  viewed  as 
difficult  to  convict  and  penalities  are  limited  (summary 
offence).  Other  amendments  contained  in  the  Bill  would: 

□ allow  convicted  sex  offenders  to  be  barred  indefinitely 
from  public  places  where  children  gather  and  from  any  job 
involving  authority  over  children; 

□ provide  for  tougher  bail  conditions  in  cases  involving 
family  violence,  particularly  with  regard  to  an  accused’s 
freedom  of  movement; 

□ repeal  the  rule,  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
1962  Kendall  case,  that  judges  must  warn  juries  against 
convicting  on  the  uncorroborated  evidence  of  a child; 
instead,  juries  would  be  free  to  evaluate  and  weigh  a 
child’s  evidence  just  as  they  do  an  adult’s; 

□ scrap  the  law,  hinging  on  a 1954  court  ruling,  whereby  a 
husband  and  wife  cannot  be  accused  of  conspiracy, 
another  change  designed  to  protect  children,  most  notably 
in  cases  of  kidnapping; 

□ clarify  the  laws  about  parental  child  abduction. 

The  bill,  however,  still  requires  second  and  third  reading  in 
the  Commons,  review  by  committee  and  Senate  approval 
in  order  to  become  law.  Parliament  is  scheduled  to 
adjourn  June  23rd. 


Everyday,  some  aspect  of  family  violence  affects  all  of  us.  In  Morinville  Sub/Division  we  have  developed  a program 
known  as  “Streetwise”.  Children  from  playschool  through  Grade  12  participate  in  the  program.  A series  of  lectures, 
videos  and  games  are  presented  in  the  classroom  by  a member  of  the  Parent  Advisory  Committee.  We  focus  not  only  on 
potentially  dangerous  situations,  but  also  on  home-alone  precautions. 

Once  the  children  have  completed  the  in-school  portion,  an  information  sheet  is  mailed  to  all  parents.  The  information 
gathered  is  then  put  into  a booklet  that  contains  the  chidlren’s  fingerprints  and  photo  plus  tips  and  games  that  relate  to  the 
topics  covered  in  the  classroom.  The  program  materials  will  be  available  for  province-wide  use  in  September.  We 
already  have  one  dozen  orders! 

The  community  gets  involved  in  this  program  through  not  only  the  Parent  Advisory  Committee  but  also  through  a yearly 
coloring  contest.  Various  community  businesses  supply  the  prizes  and  local  "celebs"  act  as  judges  for  the  contest. 

Submitted  by:  CpI.  Brett  White 

Community  Policing  Coordinator,  Morinville  Sub/Division,  RCMP 
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ALBERTA  CRIME  PREVENTION  WEEK  - 1993 


May  8th  to  15th,  1993,  is  Alberta  Crime  Prevention  Week.  Each  year  a specific  theme  is  chosen. 
The  theme  for  this  year  - “ Crime  Prevention  - It's  Everybody’s  Business V - reflects  the  fact  that 
every  one  of  us  has  a part  to  play  in  working  towards  a safer  Alberta.  As  a member  of  your  com- 
munity, you  can  make  a valuable  contribution  in  helping  to  prevent  crime,  making  our 
neighborhoods  safer  places  for  everyone. 

Alberta  Crime  Prevention  Week  is  designated  to  increase  awareness  of  crime  prevention  and 
encourage  Albertans  to  share  in  the  responsibility  for  personal  safety,  and  the  safety  of  our  homes 
and  communities.  To  promote  Alberta  Crime  Prevention  Week,  many  communities  have  crime 
prevention  activities  planned  and  this  provides  organizations  with  an  opportunity  to  hold  awareness 
events  regarding  the  crime  of  family  violence. 


< 

Z!ourt  Docket 

The  Crown 

Is  appealing  a judge’s  decision  to  give  a man 

less  jail  time  for  beating  his  wife  than  he  would  have  given 
him  for  beating  a stranger.  On  February  10,  1993  the  Court 
of  Queen’s  Bench  justice  sentenced  the  man  to  60  days  in 
jail  for  the  common  assault  of  his  wife.  The  justice  said  that 
“had  he  assaulted  a stranger,  jail  time  of  three  to  six  months 
would  have  been  appropriate.  He  has  done  it  to  his  com- 
mon-law wife  and  he  has  the  situation  of  alcohol.” 

Alberta’s  appeal  court  recently  ruled  that  assaults  by  men 
against  their  spouses  should  have  the  same  sentencing 
starting  point  as  assaults  against  other  women.  Moreover, 
spousal  assault  can  be  considered  a breach  of  trust  and  be 
an  aggravating  factor  in  sentencing. 


A Wetaskiwin  man  appealed  his  sentence  of  three  years  for 
uttering  threats  and  four  years  consecutive  for  assault 
causing  bodily  harm  to  his  pregnant  common-law  wife.  The 
man,  who  represented  himself  in  court,  argued  that  putting 
people  like  him  in  jail  would  not  help  him  or  “cure”  him  of  his 
propensity  to  drink  and  commit  these  kinds  of  offences.  The 
sentences  were  upheld  without  comment  by  the  Court. 


In  March  an  Edmonton  man  was  sentenced  to  10  1/2  years 
in  jail  for  beating  his  former  lover  on  the  head  with  a hammer 
and  stabbing  her  in  the  face.  This  jail  term  follows  five 
previous  assault  convictions  - all  against  women. 
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"TUming  Points" 

In  order  to  identify  the  needs  of  victims  of  family  vblence  in 
the  Stony  Plain/Spruce  Grove  areas,  the  Parkland 
Interagency  Subcommittee  on  Family  Vblence  was  formed 
in  September  of  1 991 . This  subcommittee  initiated  a com- 
munity information,  education  and  prevention  approach  to 
family  violence.  This  coordinated  community  response 
includes  both  Stony  Plain  and  Spruce  Grove  F.C.S.S. 
offices,  Parkland  Social  Services  office,  Stony  Plain  Hospital, 
Stony  Plain  and  District  Victim  Services  and  the  Stony  Plain 
RCMP. 

In  September  1992,  the  subcommittee  prepared  a proposal 
which  identified  the  lack  of  services  for  victims  and  offenders 
of  spousal  assault.  In  addition  to  the  lack  of  services,  the 
majority  of  the  population  in  this  area  is  doubly  disadvan- 
taged through  both  victimizatbn  and  isolation.  Statistically, 
the  extent  of  reported  incidents  of  spousal  assault  was 
identified  through  a survey  of  community  agencies  whbh 
more  than  justified  the  need  for  services. 

In  November  1992,  the  subcommittee  received  a $10,000 
grant  from  Alberta  Mental  Health.  ‘Turning  Points”  - a group 
therapy  program  changing  abusive  patterns  in  Alberta 
families  is  now  a reality. 

In  January  1993,  two  therapists  were  hired,  one  to  head  the 
victims  group  and  one  to  head  the  offenders  group.  The 
group  therapy  program  will  run  twelve  consecutive  weeks 
with  one  session  per  week  followed  by  six  months  of  support 
group  meetings.  The  support  group  meetings  will  all  be  led 
by  volunteers.  The  first  session  for  both  groups  will  com- 
mence on  April  27,  1 993. 

‘Turning  Points”  is  being  administered  by  the  Stony  Plain 
RCMP  Victim  Services  Unit  and  is  the  first  program  of  this 
nature  in  the  Parkland  area  and  to  date,  the  community 
response  has  been  positive.  Crime  prevention  is  a commu- 
nity issue  and  “Turning  Points”  is  a community  response. 

Submitted  by:  Cst : G.  Stephenson 

Stony  Plain  RCMP 
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Department  of  Justice  Canada  Study  on 
Domestic  Homicides  Involving  Use  of  Firearms 


Since  1 975,  domestic  homicides  involving  firearms  have  comprised  just  over  one-third  of  all  domestic  homicides  and  1 1 
percent  of  all  homicides.  Over  one-half  of  all  domestic  homicides  committed  with  firearms  are  spousal.  Incidents  involving 
husbands  killing  wives  have  typically  outnumbered  incidents  of  wives  killing  husbands  by  a ratio  of  five  to  one. 

In  a working  document  entitled,  “ Domestic  Homicides  Involving  The  Use  of  Firearmd’,  issued  in  March  1992,  the  results  of  a 
detailed  study  of  domestic  homicides  involving  firearms  are  examined.  The  study  was  conducted  between  September  1991 
and  March  1 992,  and  had  two  primary  objectives.  The  first  was  to  identify  the  common  factors  that  exist  in  cases  of  domestic 
homicides  involving  the  use  of  firearms.  The  second  was  to  address  various  means  for  applying  this  information  and  ulti- 
mately preventing  these  incidents. 

The  definition  used  in  the  study  included  incidents  where  a spousal  (including  common-law)  or  kinship  (i.e.,  parent,  grandpar- 
ent, sibling,  in-law,  aunt/uncle,  cousin)  relationship  existed  between  a victim  and  an  accused.  Case  information  was  gathered 
on  93  of  102  incidents  which  took  place  in  the  two-year  period. 

Some  of  the  study’s  findings. 

* The  highest  correlating  variable  for  all  incidents  was  the  previous  involvement  of  the  victim  and  the  accused  in  violent 
disputes.  There  was,  however,  significant  difference  in  the  extent  to  which  these  disputes  were  known  by  acquaintances  of 
the  victim  (66  percent)  compared  to  the  police  (23  percent). 

* The  accused  committed  or  attempted  suicide  in  47  percent  of  all  incidents.  Suicides  were  particularly  prominent  in  incidents 
involving  husbands  killing  wives  (70  percent)  and  homicides  involving  a parent  killing  a son  or  daughter  (89  percent). 

*The  majority  of  incidents  (65  percent)  involved  a spousal  relationship.  Incidents  involving  a parent  killing  a son  or  daughter 
comprised  1 3 percent  of  the  total. 

Implications  for  prevention?  Grounds  for  denial  of  a firearms  acquisition  certificate  (FAC)  based  on  knowledge  that  the  appli- 
cant had  a criminal  record  for  violent  offences  or  had  been  involved  in  violent  domestic  disputes  known  to  police  would  have 
applied  to  40  percent  of  the  accused  in  the  case  sample.  A gain  up  to  48  percent  would  have  been  achieved  by  expanding 
the  grounds  to  include  cases  where  the  applicant  was  receiving  mental  health  treatment.  The  study  indicated  that  prospects 
for  further  prevention  of  such  homicides  through  the  seizure  of  firearms  from  persons  involved  in  violent  domestic  disputes  are 
dependent  on  police  being  better  informed  about  such  occurrences.  While  70  percent  of  these  cases  were  preceded  by 
violent  disputes  between  the  victim  and  accused,  in  only  23  percent  of  the  incidents  had  preceding  violent  disputes  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  police. 


Azimuth  Theatre  & Family  Violence 

What  is  Azimuth  Theatre?  In  the  spring  of  1987,  the  Sher- 
wood Park  RCMP  decided  to  utilize  social  drama  as  a 
means  of  increasing  community  awareness  of  crime  preven- 
tion issues.  Three  research-based  dramas  were  produced 
from  1987  to  1990  under  the  guidance  of  Deborah  Hurford- 
Simcoe  and  the  RCMP  Crime  Prevention/Police  Community 
Relations  Unit.  In  the  summer  of  1 991 , the  Azimuth  Theatre 
Association  became  incorporated  as  a non-profit,  charitable 
society  and  has  fast  become  provincially  recognized  for  its 
powerful  social  dramas. 

Azimuth  Theatre  Association  has  recognized  that  there  is  a 
need  to  increase  public  awareness  of  the  complexity  of 


family  violence  issues.  As  a result,  two  family  violence 
dramas  have  been  created  and  toured: 

Under  Broken  Wings  (1988  - 1990)  Family  Violence 
Maelstrom  (1990/91)  Abusive  Males 

As  a result  of  a recent  needs  assessment,  Azimuth  Theatre 
is  currently  in  the  process  of  developing  a new  drama  about 
dating  violence.  The  play  will  be  available  to  Alberta  commu- 
nities in  October  and  November  of  1993.  For  further  infor- 
mation, contact  Deborah  Hurford-Simcoe,  Executive  Director 
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35  times. 


Vkvmirn  irpufciiii;  an  im»uW  O tlir  l»r*»  umr 
lutr  UMult)  hern  twairn  5)  limr*  Worr. 

I'  •»  tiaic  fur  ih*  tlowvft... 

c.»ll « he 

- Aorta 


FAMILY  VIOLENCE  - IT'S  A CRIME 


“Mommy,  please, 

I want  it  to  stop.” 


W hen  Dad  bom  Mum,  tlir  knl\  »rv  huri  by  it  few. 
Lmmional  iu>r»  fnuit  family  vinkiiic  km .» liter imi . 
Get  blip  (nr  yinir  sake...  end  theirs 
Call  the  juilivt. 


Children  uicnm  up  lo  8057  uf  tlir  ipoitt j!  3ft anltt  rep 
Tlir  cnniiinnal  sc«r»  can  iu>  *iih  than  (ot  lifr. 
if  there  it  violence  in  your  Humr,  £<i  lie lp. 
Call  the  piilur. 


won’t  be  on  TV 


1993  Alberta  Justice  Family  Violence 
Public  Awareness  Campaign 

On  March  15,  1993,  Alberta  Justice  Minister,  R.S.  (Dick)  Fowler,  Q.C.,  announced  the  Department’s  third  public  awareness 
campaign  against  family  violence.  The  underlying  message  remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous  two  campaigns  - that  family 
violence  is  a crime  - but  the  focus  this  year  was  the  effect  on  children  witnessing  spousal  abuse.  The  campaign  against  family 
violence  is  part  of  the  policing  initiatives  introduced  by  the  Department  in  October  1 990.  The  initiatives  are  designed  to  reduce 
the  incidence  of  family  violence  through  early  police  intervention  and  increased  public  awareness  that  family  violence  is  a 
crime. 

“While  our  underlying  message  remains  the  same  - that  family  violence  is  a crime  - our  focus  this  year  is  the  effect  on  chil- 
dren,” said  Mr.  Fowler.  “Children  who  grow  up  witnessing  violence  at  home  are  learning  tragic  lessons  that  may  affect  them 
throughout  their  lives.” 

The  radio  and  television  campaign  ran  province-wide  from  March  15  to  28,  1993,  and  includes  a series  of  three  posters.  The 
poster  series  was  mailed,  along  with  an  order  form,  to  over  9,000  organizations  throughout  the  province,  including  police 
services,  prosecutors,  health  clinics,  doctors,  shelters,  as  well  as  private  and  public  schools.  The  campaign  messages  end 
with  a call  for  action  - People  who  face  spousal  violence  in  the  home  are  strongly  encouraged  to  call  the  police  for  help. 

If  you  would  like  to  order  further  copies  of  the  posters  or  additional  family  violence  information,  please  contact  Gloria  Ohrt, 
Alberta  Justice,  at  427-3457  (Fax:  427-5916). 
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10th  Anniversary  for  the 
National  Clearinghouse  on 
Family  Violence  in  1992 

The  National  Clearinghouse  on  Family  Violence  (Health  and 
Welfare  Canada)  is  a national  resource  centre  for  all  Canadi- 
ans seeking  information  and  solutions  to  violence  within  the 
family.  Created  in  1 982,  the  Clearinghouse  has  just  com- 
pleted its  10-year  anniversary.  Professionals,  other  front-line 
workers,  researchers  and  community  groups  need  to  know 
what  their  collegues  and  counterparts  are  doing.  By  sharing 
the  latest  research  and  information  on  all  aspects  of  preven- 
tion, protection  and  treatment,  the  Clearinghouse  is  helping 
Canadian  communities  reach  for  solutions. 


The  Wind  is  Blowing  in  Southern 

Alberta 

The  seeds  of  Correctional  Services  family  violence  initiatives 
are  being  planted  in  Lethbridge.  Dave  Shirley,  a probation 
officer  with  Community  Corrections,  has  been  given  the 
green  light  to  do  in-depth  training  with  all  Lethbridge  Proba- 
tion Officers.  Together  with  Karen  Walroth,  a Calgary 
Probation  Officer,  a draft  program  for  men  who  batter  has 
been  completed.  The  program  is  psycho-educational  and 
consists  of  eight  90-minute  sessions  every  two  weeks. 

A Family  Violence  Resource  Office  has  been  established  at 
the  centre.  Information  sessions  for  staff  have  been  ap- 
proved and  lesson  plans  are  being  developed. 


All  services  and  publications  are  provided  free  of  charge  in 
both  English  and  French.  For  further  information  and/or 
publications  on  family  violence  issues,  contact  the 
Clearinghouse  at  the  following  toll  free  number 
1-800-267-1291  or  Fax  (613)  941-8930. 


THANK  YOU 


TO  OUR  CONTRIBUTORS 


Arlene  Farrell 

Correctional  Services  Division 
Alberta  Justice 

Monica  Duske 

Family  Violence  Coordinator 
Lethbridge  Correctional  Centre 

Peter  Teasdale 

Regional  Director 

General  Prosecutions  Branch 

Alberta  Justice  (Court  Docket  submission) 

Cst.  George  Stephenson 
Community  Police/Victim  Services 
Stony  Plain  R.C.M.P. 

CpI.  Brett  White 

Community  Policing  Coordinator 
Morinville  Sub/Division  R.C.M.P. 

Deborah  Hurford-Simcoe 
Executive  Director 
Azimuth  Theatre 
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On  March  22, 1 993,  an  information  session  was  conducted 
for  staff  at  the  Lethbridge  Young  Offender  Centre.  Following 
this  brief  session,  Jack  Verlaeckt,  Director  of  the  Lethbridge 
Young  Offender  Centre,  requested  a four-hour  family  vio- 
lence training  session  for  staff  which  will  take  place  in  May. 
Captain  Len  Virtue,  the  Lethbridge  Correctional  Centre 
Salvation  Army  Chaplain,  has  requested  a presentation  on 
family  violence  on  May  4,  1 993.  This  is  Clergy  Appreciation 
Day,  an  annual  event  where  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Lethbridge 
show  their  appreciation  to  the  clergy. 


Sheldon  Day  Chief  of  Kainai  Correctional  Centre  in  Standoff 
began  presenting  family  violence  information  workshops  to 
offenders  in  April  1 993.  Mr.  Day  Chief  is  also  in  the  process 
of  completing  “Synergy”  proposals  for  a support  network  to 
be  established  on  the  Blood  Reserve.  


Submitted  by:  Monica  Duske 

Family  Violence  Coordinator 
Lethbridge  Correctional  Centre 
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JUSTICE 


Many  of  you  may  be  wondering  just  what  is  Alberta  Jus- 
tice? 

In  December  1992,  the  Honourable  Dick  Fowler,  Q.C. 
became  the  new  Minister  of  Justice  and  Attorney  General. 
This  new  department  consists  of  parts  of  the  former 
Solicitor  General  and  Attorney  General  departments.  The 
Justice  Department  now  includes  Correctional  Services, 
Law  Enforcement,  Impaired  Driving,  Court  Services, 
Crown  Prosecutors,  Justices  and  the  Medical  Examiner. 

Motor  Vehicles  and  Property  Services  (Land  Titles,  Per- 
sonal Property  Registry)  are  now  part  of  the  new  Alberta 
Consumer  Assistance  and  Registry  Services. 
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